
Other Tsunami Sources

in Washington

by

Timothy J. Walsh

Washington Department of Natural 

Resources

Division of Geology and Earth Resources







Washington also has a locally generated tsunami hazard 

from faults in Puget Sound. We have modeled inundation 

in Seattle and Tacoma from simulations on the Seattle and 

Tacoma faults
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Landslide-induced tsunamis are also fairly 

common in western Washington

From Shipman,  Hugh, 2001, The Fall of Camano Head:  A Snohomish 

Account of a Large Landslide and Tsunami in Possession Sound During 

the Early 1800s: TsuInfo Alert, V. 3, No. 6, p. 13-14.
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On Wednesday,  August 25th, 2009, a 

large landslide occurred near the Blue 

Creek drainage on the Spokane Indian 

Reservation side of the Spokane Arm of 

the lake. Like the one that occurred on 

January 16th of this year, responding park 

staff found that a large section of hillside 

had broken free, creating a wave that was 

approximately 12 feet high by the time it 

hit Porcupine Campground on the 

southern shore less than a thousand 

yards across the lake. 


